Entering the Durbar Hai!, Devi Lalita and Lord Kamesvara occupied the great
Lion-Throne and began to giant boons to every one assembled there, and fulfilling
their every wish. They were both ever-smiling, showering tender mercy on one and
all in the congregation. Brahma said Sri Devi Lalita was really Kamakshi and
Kamesvari; for She was ever granting all desires to her devotees.
There were timely rains in Sri Nagara; and cool breezes wafted around, making
glad all hearts. Each house contained its own Chintamani gem, Kalpataru, Kamala
and Kamadhenu. What more could any one desire! Thus immersed in the joy of the
Divine Couple the Trimurties as well as the other devas and celestials, Narada and
the Devarishis, Vasishta and other Tapodhanas, those that normally dwelt in the
heavens, the firmament and the earth amid pain, now lived in Sri Nagara free from
all manner of suffering and sorrows. Each individual began to think u Here is my
Vatsaladevi, fuH of mercy! Where shall I depart hence?"
As Supreme Lord of the world, Kamesvara granted boons to the learned in the
wisdom; as the Supreme Queen and Mother, Kamesvari granted boons to one and
all irrespective of their wisdom or learning. They thus reigned supreme over the
three worlds, so that ten thousand years passed like unto a single moment. Then
came Deva Rishi Narada to Kamesvara-Kamesvari and, humbly prostrating himself,
said:" 0 Para Brahma and Parandhama! 0 Holy Paramesvari! Oh Thou Source of
all Thoughts and Emotions, This Form has been assumed by Thee for the sustenance
of the Universe, for the destruction of the wicked and the protection of the good. 0
Kalyani, it is for Thee to save us all from the clutches of Bhandasura who is even
now tormenting the three worlds. Thou alone, of all the celestials, and none else
can bring about his downfall. In Thy presence, the devas have spent a long time
indeed in great joy, forgetting their respective Lokas and their various duties. Unless
Thou sendestthem away, they will not hie from hither. Everywhere , the Lokas look
empty without their Rulers, while inauspicious omens abound".
Understanding Narada's anxiety, Devi sent for Brahma, Hari, Sambhu, Indra,
the Dhikpalakas and the other devas and instructed them to get back to their Lokas
and attend to their duties without fear, for She would Herself attend to ^he destruction
of Bhandasura and his Sunya Nagara. She assured them of Her protection from
moment to moment. Unable to leave Her presence easily, they made salutations to
the Divine Pair over and over again; and with great difficulty, returned to their Lokas
unwillingly and with heavy hearts, ever and anon looking back longingly. They felt
as though they were'leaving their respective souls in the presence of Deva-Devi
while only their outward shells were proceeding to their own Lokas - for they were
unable to bear the separation from the Divine Pair.
Whosoever readeth or reciteth this narrative of the Rise of Devi Lalita, Her
wedding with Kamesvara and Her Coronation as Queen of the Worlds, with an
understanding and devotional heart full of faith, shall be blessed with wealth and
prosperity; his speech shall become gentle and sweet as nectar; evil and misfortune
will take wing and flee from him; Fame shall reside with him; and he shall be
considered chief among his people; Luxmi will remain with him steadily, attending
to hi6 welfare, ever. He will be freed from the three varieties of sorrow: Adhi-Bhautic,
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